214	PACIFIC  TREASUBE  ISLAND
return to the barracks, try and find out what was afoot, and"
where possible hinder the plans. The pro-Vichy officers at
first refused to let them in, but after some discussion the
soldiers re-entered the barracks. With tjie key of the
armoury, which one of the loyal soldiers unearthed, they
armed themselves, and handed out rifles to the civilian guard
appointed by the de Gaullists, at the same time removing
ammunition and machine-gun parts, to sabotage the Vichy
officers' plot.
The broussards had all returned to their homes after the
revolution seemed won on September 19th, but during the
evening of the 21st, telephones were ringing to all parts of
the country telling them what was afoot.
The pro-Vichy officers, on their parts, sent despatch-riders
to the gendarmes throughout the interior, with orders to
prevent the broussards from reaching Noumea. A special
courier was sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Denis at La Foa to
let him know of the plot. By the time the de Gaullists healrd
that these special messengers had left, most of the broussards
were already on their way into the capital, so word was sent
out to the colonists' wives to stop the despatch riders at all
costs.
Bands of women turned out along the «road, guarding
strategic points and bridges with such weapons as were
available—spades, rakes and sticks. They carried out their
allotted task well, and no courier reached his destination.
The treachery of the Vichy officers had throughly roused
the broussards. Added to their instinctive dislike of the
' metropolitans' was their wrath at having to turn out again
—many of them to hang on the sides of trucks and cars—
over 400 kms. of rough road to Noumea. This time they
never bothered seeking permission from Governor Sautot,
but on fheir own account they began a general round-up of
the pro-Vichy elements.
All the leading military men and functionaries, and many
of the gendarmes with their wives and families were arrested,
and placed on board the Pierre Loti. Apart from two or
three, all of them were 'metropolitains.' Altogether, some

